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January 23, 2020 

OPEN SESSION I: 

A. Call to Order:  The January 23, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Cook County Board of Ethics
(“Board”) was called to order at 2:05 p.m.

Board Members Present:  Chair Peggy Daley, Juliet Sorensen, David Grossman, Von Matthews, 
and Tom Szromba 

Board Members Absent: None 

Staff Members Present: Director N. Keith Chambers, Deputy Director Gina Smith, Legal 
Counsel Emily Stewart, Investigator Jason Jones, Investigator Jarrie 
Brown and Administrative Analyst Kisha Johns 

B. Agenda Approval

A motion to approve the agenda was made and adopted by unanimous voice vote.

C. Statement by Chairperson Peggy Daley
Chair Peggy Daley read a prepared statement concerning her departure from the Board.  In her statement 
Daley urged the Department to restart its D-2 Audits.  She also urged President Preckwinkle to move 
forward with the Board’s recommended changes to the Ethics Ordinance. (See attached public 
statement)

D. Statements by the General Public
Scott Kane Stukel of Cameron and Kane, LLC made a statement on behalf of his client Coco Soodek. 
Mr. Kane requested the Board investigate alleged campaign finance violations involving Board of 
Review Commissioner Michael Carbonagi.

E. Nomination of new chair of the Board of Ethics

A motion was made to make Juliet Sorensen the new chair of the Board of Ethics.  The motion was 

seconded and adopted by unanimous voice vote.

F. Approval of Open Session Minutes of the December 11, 2019 Regular Meeting
Chair Sorensen requested that Board staff update the December 11, 2019 Regular Meeting minutes to 
reflect the fact that the list of Ethics Ordinance sections discussed at the previous meeting was not a 
comprehensive list and only reflected some of the sections discussed by the Board at its previous 
meeting.  She also requested that the draft ordinances prepared by Mr. Serafini (3rd year law student) 
be attached to the final meeting minutes.  A motion was made to adopt the December 11, 2019 meeting 
minutes with Chair Sorensen’s requested changes.  The motion was seconded and adopted by a



 

unanimous voice vote.  
 
G. Nomination of Susan Gaffney to Ethics Board 
 
 Director Chambers informed the Board that Susan Gaffney had been nominated by the President’s 

office to fill Peggy Daley’s seat on the Board.   
 
H. Director’s Report 
 

Director N. Keith Chambers also updated the Board on the President’s Office’s request for additional 
time to review the draft amendments to the Ethics Ordinance.   
 

I. Update on Changes to the Ethics Ordinance 
 

Chair Sorensen then summarized the Board’s process for developing draft amendments to the Ethics 
Ordinance.  She then highlighted some of the Board’s recommended changes, including the addition of 
a section prohibiting sexual harassment in the workplace.  Ms. Daley also mentioned that the Board 
recommended an increase in fines for violations of the Ordinance.  Daley then explained that the Board 
does not have the power to turn such recommendations into law but would like to receive public 
comment on the Board’s recommended changes.   
 
After being questioned, Director Chambers stated that he didn’t invite someone from the President’s 
Office to discuss the recommended changes because the Office of the President sent a letter to the 
Board asking for another 60 days to review the draft document before providing comment.  The Deputy 
Chief of Staff for the Office of the President was also in attendance and stated that he was there to be a 
witness to the proceedings and not to comment on the substance of the recommended changes. 
 
A motion was made to adopt the Board’s recommended changes and it was approved by unanimous 
voice vote.  
 

At 2:31 p.m., the Board adjourned into Executive Session to review minutes for prior closed sessions, 
pursuant to sections 2(c)(21) of the Open Meetings Act. 

*** 

OPEN SESSION II: 
 
At 2:32 p.m., the Board reconvened into open session. 

 
J. Approval of the Closed Session Minutes of the October 31, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 
A motion was made and seconded and the minutes of the Closed Session of the Board’s December 
11, 2019 regular meeting were approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 

K. Other Items 
 
Director Chambers then clarified that when he arrived in January of 2019 the Department was not 
conducting any D-2 Audits and therefore he didn’t stop the process.  He also stated that there were no 
standard operating procedures for conducting such audits when he arrived.  He further stated that such 
procedures have been developed under his tenure, and he confirmed that the department will be 
performing an audit of 2019 campaign contributions in the first quarter of 2020.    
 
Mr. Grossman then asked Director Chambers whether he was aware of the decision from the President’s 
Office to replace Chair Daley before she received her letter and why he didn’t inform her of that fact.  
Director Chambers replied that he was aware of the letter, but that he is not responsible for making 
appointments to the Board.  Mr. Grossman then asked Director Chambers whether he knew if any other 
board members are going to be replaced.  He replied that he did not.   



 

 
M. Adjourn 

 
The Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 2:41 p.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Board Staff 
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