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OPEN SESSION MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING 

October 13, 2016 

 

OPEN SESSION:  

 

 A.  Call to Order:  
 

The October 13, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Cook County Board of Ethics 

(“Board”) was called to order at 10:05 a.m.  

 

Board members present:  Chair Peggy Daley and Members David Grossman, Juliet 

Sorensen and Thomas Szromba. 

 

Board members absent: None. 

 

Staff members present:  Executive Director Ranjit Hakim, Deputy Director Amy 

Crawford, Investigators Jarrie L. Brown and Samantha 

Giacobbe.  

 

Others:  None. 

 

B.  Agenda Approval:  
 

A motion to approve the Agenda was made and adopted by unanimous voice vote.   

 

C.   Executive Director’s Report: 

         

Mr. Hakim reported that: 

 On September 19, 2016, Investigator Samantha Giacobbe joined the Board 

staff.  Prior to doing so, Ms. Giacobbe worked as an investigator with 

Illinois’ Office of Executive Inspector General for 2.5 years. The Board 

welcomed Ms. Giacobbe. 

 The Board staff remained productive through the third quarter of 2016, 

attending to approximately 1,380 audits, investigations and matters under 

inquiries, rendering 51 opinions and providing training for 3,647 individuals. 
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 President Preckwinkle will announce her proposal for the County’s 2017 

budget later today.  This proposal will include a reduction in force.  Board 

staff will not be directly impacted by the planned layoffs.  President 

Preckwinkle’s proposal will also include additional revenue, and the Board 

staff is prepared to see additional lobbying activity as a result.  Mr. Hakim 

will present the Department of Human Rights and Ethics’s budget request 

(which includes support for the Board) to the Finance Committee and appear 

for departmental review on October 19, 2016 at 11:30 a.m. 

 The Cook County Board of Commissioners enacted a series of amendments 

to the Ethics Ordinance on October 5, 2016.  Mr. Hakim reviewed these 

amendments with the Board and highlighted various provisions that 

strengthened the County’s regulatory regime as well as those provisions that 

weakened campaign contribution limits with respect to non-candidate 

political committees. 

 Mr. Hakim also proposed that the Board continue to meet the second 

Thursday of every other month beginning with December 8, 2016.  The 

Board agreed to meet in the afternoons at 2:00 p.m. instead of in the morning.  

The Board staff will post an appropriate notice. 

 D.  Approval of Open Session Minutes of the August 23, 2016 Regular Meeting:  
 

Minutes of the Open Session of the Board’s August 23, 2016 Meeting were approved 

by unanimous voice vote.  

 

At 10:22 a.m., the Board voted (4-0) to adjourn into Executive Session to discuss matters 

regarding specific employees, hearings before a quasi-adjudicative body, public litigation, and 

approval of minutes for prior closed sessions, citing to the Open Meeting Act Sections 2(c)(1), 

(4), (11) and (21).   

 

*** 

At 11:31 a.m., the Board voted (4-0) to reconvene into Open Session.   

 

OPEN SESSION:  

  

A.  Approval of Closed Session Minutes of the August 23, 2016 Regular Meeting:  
 

Minutes of the Closed Session of the Board’s August 23, 2016 Meeting were 

approved by unanimous voice vote.  

  

 B.  Voting Regarding Executive Session Items: 

   

The Board voted unanimously to close Investigation 16 I 04. 

 

The Board voted unanimously to close Investigation 16 I 08. 
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The Board voted unanimously to approve the request of the Executive Director to 

open Investigation 16 I 14. 

 

The Board voted unanimously to approve the request of the Executive Director to 

open Investigation 16 I 15. 

 

The Board voted unanimously to approve the request of the Executive Director to 

open Investigation 16 I 17. 

 

 C.  Adjourn:  
 

The Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 11:23 a.m.  

 

 

Minutes Submitted by Investigator Jarrie L. Brown.  

 


