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The Justice Advisory Council’s 
newsletter is a platform to 
communicate and disseminate 
information to Cook County 
residents demonstrating the efforts 
being made to reduce the 
overreliance on incarceration for 
adolescents and adults. 

 

A Message from the Executive Director 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The JAC is off to a busy calendar year! Under President Preckwinkle’s 
leadership, our office continues to partner with our criminal justice 
colleagues on the reform of our system including implementing strategies 
to continue to reduce our jail population, bail reform including addressing 
critical changes in our policies and practices, and working to ensure that 
our young adults have the services they need to become productive 
members of our community.  
  
With a goal to address individual and community violence and the myriad 
of social ills that face our residents across Cook County, the JAC strives 
to provide a comprehensive plan that includes not only a policy and 
legislative agenda but also an investment in community based 
preventative, intervention and reentry services. Our Grants program 
includes awards in the program areas of Violence Prevention, Recidivism 
Reduction and Restorative Justice.  
  
In the FY17 County Budget, the JAC was appropriated an additional $3 
million dollars which we will award over the course of FY17 and FY18. 
These additional funds include an increase in our Violence Prevention 
grants, $1 million towards a pilot employment program for opportunity 
youth (defined as young adults between the ages of 16-24 who are 
disconnected from work and school) and nearly $1 million towards 
Collective Impact Grants (a new pilot RFP to be released in the Spring of 
2017).  
  
If you are a community based organization providing services and 
supports to residents who are at risk of and/or involved in the juvenile and 
criminal justice system, we encourage you to apply for our grants. Within 
this newsletter you will find more details about how to download the 
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released RFP’s including the deadlines for each.  
  
In addition to the newsletter, you may send an email to 
JAC.Info@cookcountyil.gov if you would like to be added to our 
complimentary email listserv for future notifications and announcements.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lanetta Haynes Turner, Esq 

Grant Highlights 
 
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos Puerto Rican High 
School 
 
Earlier this winter, JAC Violence Prevention grantee Dr. Pedro Albizu 
Campos Puerto Rican High School co-hosted the Abayarde Basketball 
Classic, a community-building event with the Puerto Rican Police 
Association (PRPA), at the Union League Barreto Boys and Girls Club, 
located at 1214 N. Washtenaw, in Humboldt Park.  This was an effort to 
strengthen relationships between police officers and the youth of Albizu 
Campos.   
  
The Abayardes, the Albizu 
Campos basketball team, 
staff of the school, and 
members of the PRPA 
enjoyed a friendly game that 
involved sportsmanship, 
competition, and a positive 
approach to the intersections 
of peace-building and 
healthy lifestyles.  Officer Waldemar Cruz, President of the PRPA, 
Abayardes Coaches Joseph Stokes and Carlos Ruiz spoke to the 
importance of positive relationships among youth and law enforcement.  
In addition, Abayarde Captain, Tony Williams, a student of Albizu 
Campos, commended the officers for their leadership and commitment to 
supporting the youth in the community. 
 

RFP/RFQ Releases 

Request for Proposals (RFP) 
for Justice Advisory Council 
grant opportunities have 
recently been posted.  Also, a 
Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) for  Employment and 
Training Services for 
opportunity youth was 
posted.   

See the Bid Numbers 
indicated below at:  

http://legacy.cookcountygov.
com/purchasing/public/index.
php   

(Note: Registration on the site 
is required to download RFPs) 

 Bid Number: 1753-16250
12 MONTH  
VIOLENCE PREVENTION, 
INTERVENTION, AND 
REDUCTION DEMONSTRATION 
GRANTS ($200,000) 
 
 
Bid Number: 1753-16255 
24 MONTH 
VIOLENCE PREVENTION, 
INTERVENTION, AND 
REDUCTION DEMONSTRATION 
GRANTS ($200,000) 
 
 
Bid Number : 1753-16252 
24 MONTH 
VIOLENCE PREVENTION, 
INTERVENTION, AND 
REDUCTION DEMONSTRATION 
GRANTS ($80,000) 
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Throughout the academic year, the students have had multiple 
opportunities to reflect on the effects of violence in their daily lives inside 
and outside the classroom.  From the development of a community mural, 
Today is Tomorrow, which called attention to the issue of violence, to the 
establishment of a peace room and 
restorative justice practices as an 
alternative to school suspensions, 
the basketball game was an effort 
to improve relations between the 
youth and police.   
                                                                                    
The Cebrin Goodman Center, an 
affiliate of the Lillian and Larry Goodman Foundations, Cook County 
Justice Advisory Council, Union League Barreto Boys and Girls Club, 
Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto Rican Cultural Center, Alternative Schools 
Network, and Youth Connection Charter School helped to make this 
event possible. 
  
For more information about this project call: Danette Sokacich, Principal 
at 773-342-8022 or visit www.pachs-chicago.org.  

Criminal Justice Reform 
 
Employment and Training Services for 
Opportunity Youth 
 
The JAC has issued a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to prequalify 
vendors for a pilot Employment and Training Services for Opportunity 
Youth Program. This new program will target youth ages 16 to 24 in 
Austin, Back of the Yards, South Shore and the South Suburbs.  The JAC 
encourages all interested service providers to respond to our RFQ on the 
Office of the Chief  Procurement  Officer’s website: 
http://legacy.cookcountygov.com/purchasing/public/index.php.  
 
An online program application will be released in the Spring of 2017. 
Upon release of the online application, young people will be encouraged 
to apply to participate in the program.  Please refer to the Request for 
Qualifications for details. 
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Bid Number: 1753-16251 
12 MONTH 
RECIDIVISM  REDUCTION 
DEMONSTRATION GRANTS 
($100,000) 
 
 
Bid Number: 1753-16256 
24 MONTH 
RECIDIVISM  REDUCTION 
DEMONSTRATION GRANTS 
($80,000) 
 
 
Bid Number: 1753-16249 
12 MONTH  
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
DEMONSTRATION GRANTS 
($40,000) 
 
 
Bid Number: 1753-16253 
24 MONTH  
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
DEMONSTRATION GRANTS 
($200,000) 
 

 
Bid Number: 1753-16254 
12 MONTH  
CAPACITY BUILDING GRANTS 
($20,000) 
 
 
For all RFP’s  
Opening Date: 2/8/17 
Closing Date :  3/8/17   
------------------------------------ 
 

RFQ 
 

Bid Number: 1753-16166 
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING 
SERVICES FOR OPPORTUNITY 
YOUTH 
 
 
Opening Date: 2/17/17 
Closing Date: 3/15/17 
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Cook County Jail Demolition  
 
Declaring it a keystone achievement in their public safety reform efforts 
to reduce the jail population and right-size facilities, Cook County Board 
President Toni Preckwinkle and Cook County Sheriff Tom Dart 
announced on November 30, 2016 that several buildings on the 
Department of Corrections campus are being demolished. For years, the 
daily jail population hovered at roughly 10,000. With an increased focus 
on diversionary strategies 
for non-violent offenders, 
including the use of 
Electronic Monitoring, 
the jail’s population has 
been reduced by more 
than 20 percent.  
 
Lanetta Haynes Turner 
and Rebecca Janowitz of 
the JAC were on hand at the press event for the demolition. The sustained 
reduction in the jail population will allow the County to close and 
demolish Divisions 1, 3 and 17 of the jail. Those actions are expected to 
save more than $3 million in building operating costs during FY 2017 and 
avoid $188 million in capital costs over the next decade.                                       

Legislative Reform 
 

2017 Legislative Agenda 
 
The JAC serves as the lead agency on President Preckwinkle’s public 
safety legislative agenda both in advocating for the passage of criminal 
and juvenile justice reform bills.   The President’s legislative priority this 
year is focusing on reentry and collateral consequences, which has been a 
part of her public safety priorities since taking office. This is a logical 
next step after the reforms in automatic transfer and juvenile probation to 
now address the impact juvenile records have on those who have finished 
their sentences.  

President Preckwinkle and a coalition of advocates have juvenile 
expungement as the priority in 2017. The proposed juvenile expungement 
legislation, HB 3817/SB 2021 co-sponsored by Representative Nekritz 

 
Upcoming Events  

 
Linked Yet Distinct: 

Prevention of Sexual and 
Intimate Partner Violence 

 
A Peer Learning Forum 

 
During this PreventConnect 
series, presenters will explore 
a framework for reciprocal 
advancement, share examples 
of praxis, and identify 
leadership opportunities to 
further the advancement of 
sexual violence and intimate 
partner violence prevention. 
 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 
Reciprocal Advancement 

 
Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

Framing a Unified Field 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 
Mobilizing Leadership to 

Advance the Field 
 

More information and 
registration here 

 
-------------------------------- 

   
ICJIA Announces Notice 

of FFY15 Victims of Crime 
Act 

Funding Opportunity for 
Legal Assistance Programs 

 
The Illinois Criminal Justice 

Information Authority is 
requesting applications for 

federal Victims of Crime Act 
grants to support legal 
assistance programs. 

Approximately $6 million is 
available for this funding 

opportunity. Read this page 
and click here for 

application materials, 
funding eligibility, and other 

information.  
 

Application deadline: April 
7, 2017. 
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(D) and Senator Hastings (D), will bring Illinois law in line with the 
American Bar Association’s recently released Model Act Governing the 
Confidentiality and Expungement of Juvenile Delinquency Records 
which codifies best practices for how to treat such records. Specifically, 
HB 3817/SB 2021 will reform current juvenile record confidentiality and 
expungement laws in Illinois by: 

• Allowing for immediate automatic expungement of juvenile arrests 
that do not result in a finding of delinquency; 

• Allowing for automatic expungement of juvenile delinquency 
findings two years after the youth’s case is closed, but only if the 
youth does not pick up a new finding of delinquency during that 
two-year period; 

• Creating a penalty for the unlawful sharing of juvenile records by 
government actors. 

Further updates on the progress of our juvenile expungement legislation 
will be included in the next edition of the JAC newsletter.  We encourage 
all of you to contact the JAC if you are interested in joining our 
legislative coalition.    

JAC Staff Update  
 
The JAC would like to say farewell to Program Coordinator Chris 
Bernard. His journey with the JAC began four years ago. Chris was a 
tremendous asset as the JAC worked to advance President Preckwinkle’s 
juvenile and criminal justice reform agenda. He will be missed. We are 
proud to announce that he has taken his wealth of experience and 
knowledge back home to Oklahoma where he is now the Executive 
Director of Hunger Free Oklahoma.  

We would like to welcome Ali Abid as the new Program Coordinator as 
of February 6, 2017.  Ali was the Senior Criminal Justice Policy Analyst 
for Chicago Appleseed Fund for Justice and a George N. Leighton Fellow 
for the Study of Prisoners’ Rights. Ali has taught and published on topics 
related to mass incarceration and race, prisoners’ rights, and restorative 
justice. Ali is a graduate of the John Marshall Law School where he was a 
lead articles editor on the John Marshall Law Review and is a native 
Chicagoan.    

Did You Know ? 
 

Rethinking Law 
Enforcement’s Role on 
Drugs: Community Drug 

Intervention and Diversion 
Efforts 

 
 
Police administrators across the 
country are recognizing the 
need to connect individuals 
with whom they come into 
contact in the community to 
evidence-based treatment to 
better address the large social 
and economic burden of 
substance use disorders (SUD), 
a chronic and relapsing 
condition. The Illinois Criminal 
Justice Information Authority 
(ICJIA) provided a report which 
details an overview of different 
police agency responses to 
individuals with SUD that are 
intended to prevent overdose 
deaths and divert individuals 
with SUD away from the 
criminal justice system and 
toward appropriate support and 
treatment. 
 
To see the full report click 
here: 
 
http://www.icjia.state.il.us/ar
ticles/rethinking-law-
enforcement-s-role-on-drugs-
community-drug-intervention-
and-diversion-efforts  
 
_________________________ 
 

Violence In Cook County 
 
For January 2017, there 
were 66 gun homicides in Cook 
County, with 56 being in 
Chicago. Of Cook County 
homicides, 55 were black 
victims, with 46 of those cases 
being in the City of Chicago. Of 
the 66 gun homicide victims in 
Cook County, 8 were identified 
as Latino, with all 8 of those 
cases occurring in the City of 
Chicago. 
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