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MINUTES
Meeting of the Justice Advisory Council

     January 8, 2016
8:30 am-10:00 am

69 W. Washington Street 

Chicago, IL 60602 17th Floor Conference Room

Board Member in Attendance:  President Toni Preckwinkle, Justice Burke, Honorable Rhoda Sweeney,  Edith Crigler, Dia Weil
Justice Advisory Council Staff in Attendance: Lanetta Haynes Turner, Rebecca Janowitz, 
Chris Bernard, Patrick McPhilimy, Floyd Stafford, Latoscha Hoover, Wynetta Scales

Concerned Citizens and Government Guest: George Blackmore, Kathleen Morro, Jared Crawford, Laurie Cohen, Ryan Keesling, Jesse Neves, Tasha Green Cruzat
I. Call to order (Justice Burke): Justice Burke ordered the meeting to begin at 8:34a.m.
II. Remarks (President Preckwinkle)

The President welcomed the Council members and other attendees. The President advised the members that it may be difficult for the Juvenile Mandatory Life without parole bill; which legislators and advocates have been working on for several years now. 
III. Review of Minutes: (Approved)
The minutes from November 13th, 2015 Justice Advisory Council meeting were approved.

IV. Executive Director Report (Lanetta Haynes Turner)
Lanetta mentioned the Macarthur Safety Plus Grant application has been completed. The grant will build on the reforms already in place in Bond Court and will also establish a court reminder program to help reduce the number of those who fail to appear for court. Chief Judge Evans has contributed a portion of his capital funds to help cover the gap in funding and Bureau of Technology under the President’s Office has also contributed $150,000 in addition to in-kind personnel services.  Judge Burke suggested that annual reports with statistics should be provided if the County is awarded the Grant to ensure transparency. Lanetta also provided an over view of the Stepping up Initiative (sponsored by the National Association of Counties) which Floyd Stafford expounded on.  The application to attend a Summit in April was submitted on behalf of the County. If selected, the five delegates that will attend will be Commissioner Greg Goslin, Commissioner Robert B. Steele, Dr. Shannon, Dr. Nneka Jones and TASC.  The Summit will focus on strategies counties can employ to reduce the mental health population within their jails and their criminal justice system.  Rebecca is working with the Community Triage to make sure services for those with mental illnesses are located outside the jail facilities. Finally, the staff confirmed that the County grants would be released soon; the link to the RFP will be distributed to all council members.
V. Council Subcommittee and Criminal Justice (Rebecca Janowitz)
Rebecca reported that we have identified a location in Roseland for the Community Triage Center. The location is an already existing clinic that will be donated by the City. Rebecca also introduced a blended program that would possibly change the requirement for high school completion with fewer elective subjects and more core focused that is more relatable to graduation for those involved in the criminal justice system with job training, smaller class setting, and online capability. Rebecca gave an example of the pitfalls that many of these individuals face including the Dawson Technical Institute which has a very good Highway Maintenance Program. Unfortunately, may students have a hard time passing the placement test. 
VI. Juvenile Justice Report (Chris Bernard)
Chris Bernard spoke about the automatic transfer reform bill that went into effect on January 1, 2016. There hasn’t been enough time to see any impact yet but we anticipate a decrease of 230 youth who will remain in juvenile court. Chris also talked about the President’s legislative agenda which has three bills including ending placing the length of probation sentences within the judge’s discretion, banning commitment to juvenile prison for all drug crimes and allowing for incremental review of those sentenced as juveniles to life without parole. The legislative package also includes changing sentencing and reclassifying certain offense from felonies to misdemeanors. 
VII. New Business & Follow Up
· Justice Burke expressed the need to make court rooms within the criminal justice system nicer for those who pass through them each day. President Preckwinkle indicated that she would have the County’s Facility Management office look at a potential redesign of the courtrooms. 
· Chris will follow up with Director Mike Tardy for assisting with the clerk’s reporting for Automatic Transfers

· Chris will identify compelling stories for the legislative efforts around Juvenile Life Without Parole. Citizen Ryan Keesling indicated he could assist with stories of youth who are at the JTDC. 

VIII. Public Comments
Mr. Blackmore expressed his concerned about more public access for the citizens that aren’t able to attend the meetings with wireless cameras and audio in the Justice Advisory Council meetings so everyone can be aware of what is going on. 
IX. Adjournment 
Justice Burke announced the next meeting will take place March 11th, 2016 and adjourned the meeting at 10:08am. Council meetings are held the 2nd Friday of every other month. The next dates include March 11th, May 13th and July 8th. 
