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MINUTES
Meeting of the Justice Advisory Council
     March 11th, 2016 
8:30 am-10:00 am
69 W. Washington Street 
Chicago, IL 60602 17th Floor Conference Room


[bookmark: _GoBack]Board Member in Attendance: Justice Burke, Edith Crigler, Judge Michael W. Stuttley, Judge William H. Hooks, Victor P. Henderson, Dia Weil.

Justice Advisory Council Staff in Attendance: Chris Bernard, Patrick McPhilimy, Floyd Stafford, Latoscha Hoover, Wynetta Scales.

Concerned Citizens and Government Guest: George Blackemore, Kathleen Mauro, Jared Crawford, Laurie Cohen, Ryan Keesling, Ernest Brown from Cook County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management.

I. Call to order (Justice Burke): Justice Burke ordered the meeting to begin at 8:36a.m.

II. Remarks (Justice Burke)
Justice Burke welcomed the Council members and other attendees. Due to conflicts in their schedules, the President and Executive Director was unable to attend the meeting. 

III. Review of Minutes: (Approved)

The minutes from January 8th, 2016 Justice Advisory Council meeting were approved.

IV. Executive Director Report (Chris Bernard)
Chris congratulated Edith Crigler and Dia Weil on being appointed JAC Council Members. Chris asked members and non-members to spread the word of the upcoming Community Forum on April 12th and April 26th.  He spoke about the JAC newsletter that was created by the JAC Intern Tyresa Jackson. The newsletter was emailed out to everyone in the JAC contact list. Justice Burke suggested that it be more broadly circulated, i.e. ISBA Judges, Bar Associations, etc to let the community know what the Justice Advisory Council is doing to help the community. The South Suburban Community Forum that was held on March 8th was hosted by the Justice Advisory Council, Homeland Security and Bureau of Economic Development.  The panelist included Ernest Brown, Willie Cade, Ray Bentley and Michael Jasso.  There was a good turn out from the residents in the community. Director Brown mentioned that a larger space is needed, more marketing done in advance. He suggested a need for more robust questions. There weren’t any conversations on poor police treatment which was good, seeing only Sheriffs are in the community. The Community Triage center will be open in 2016 and will focus on diverting people with mental health issues from the emergency rooms and jail. 


Council Subcommittee and Criminal Justice (Floyd Stafford)

Floyd spoke about the Stepping Up Initiative Summit sponsored by NACO and the fact that that 20-25%  of the jail population suffers from mental illness. The application was submitted and we were selected and the meeting is set to take place on April 17th & 19th Dr. Shannon, Dr. Jones, Commissioner Steel, Commissioner Goslin and Pam Rodriguez from TASC are all delegates selected to attend the conference. Kathy Chan is set to meet to discuss strategies and to create a packet of materials. 

V. Juvenile Justice Report (Chris Bernard)

Chris Bernard spoke about the Press Conference that was held on March 8th in regards to the HB6290 (bans commitment of Juveniles to Juvenile prison for offenses under the controlled substances act) & HB6291 (ends mandatory 5 year probation). It successfully passed the House with the assistance of sponsor Representative Nekritz. 

VI. New Business (Latoscha Hoover and Patrick McPhilimy)

The Justice Advisory Council will start Lunch & Learns for Grantees to collaborate and build partnerships. A survey to the grantees will be given to get a better understanding for the needs and interest of the newer grantees. Patrick McPhilimy spoke about the completion of the FY15 awards of 46 grantees which has been published on the Procurement website. Justice Burke suggests that we add a link on the JAC newsletter that would be connected to the Purchasing site where the grantees are listed or E-blast the list to all of JAC contacts for everyone to know. Also a check should be done periodically to all grantees to ensure that the agencies are still open and running and not affected by the lack of the State Budget. Justice Burke asked about the recovery process for unexpended funds and Patrick assured Justice Burke that less than 1% of funds are unexpended and that the JAC has been successful in recouping those funds. 
Patrick also updated the Council members on the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant application(JABG) which would be $300,000 and administered by the JAC on behalf of county and community partners including Juvenile Probation, State’s Attorney and the Public Defender’s Office. 
As a follow up, Ernest and Patrick will collaborate on grant opportunities that would benefit JAC/ Department of Homeland Security. 


VII. Public Comments

Mr. Blackmore wants an update on the wireless for the public. He mentioned that the Commissioners are not doing a good job. He also mentioned that the County should not receive grants. The public should be able to make the decisions. 

VIII. Adjournment 

Justice Burke announced the next meeting will take place May 13th, 2016 and adjourned the meeting at 9:50am. Council meetings are held the 2nd Friday of every other month.
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