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This resource has been prepared by the Cook County Justice Advisory Council (JAC) to provide 
answers to questions received about the Cook County Community Violence Intervention (CC-CVI) 
& Wraparound Services for Survivors of Gun Violence (CC-SGV) Notice of Funding Opportunities. 

Questions received by April 4, 2025 have been consolidated and adapted for clarity. Questions 
pertaining to specific organizations are not included. Questions and answers will be made available 
to the public on the JAC website [CookCountyIL.gov/JACGrants] on April 7, 2025. Following this 
date, additional questions and answers may be added to the document but are not guaranteed.  

Questions are grouped under the following categories: 
 

• Eligibility 
• Application Process 
• CC-CVI Services and Program Design 
• CC-SGV Services and Program Design 
• Next Steps: Grant Application Review, Grant Awards and Contracting 

 
Please feel free to view the Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs) at the below links: 
 

• Cook County Community Violence Intervention (CC-CVI) NOFO 
• Cook County Wraparound Services for Survivors of Gun Violence (CC-SGV) NOFO 

Eligibility 
 
Can organizations currently receiving JAC funding apply for these grant opportunities?  
 
Current JAC grantees are not eligible to apply for CC-SGV as a lead applicant or as fiscal agent. 
However, they are eligible to apply for the CC-CVI funding opportunity. Current JAC grantees can serve 
as subawardees or contractors for other lead applicants for either NOFO. This applies to all current JAC 
grantees who are receiving funding at the time of application submission, regardless of the type of 
program JAC is funding or when their JAC grant ends. This also applies regardless of any rollover funds 
a current JAC grantee may have. This applies to any organization with JAC funding, even if the JAC 
funding only goes to one program within that organization. 
 
Are subdelegates of current lead JAC grantees eligible to apply for the CC-SGV NOFO? 
 
Yes, subdelegates of current lead JAC grantees are eligible to apply for both the CC-SGV and CC-CVI 
NOFOs.  
 
Can a lead applicant have a subawardee who has provided the required services less than the 
minimum years of experience as long as the lead applicant meets the experience threshold? 
 

https://cookcountyil.gov/JACGrants
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20CC-CVI%20NOFO%203.17.2025_Final%20.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20CC-SGV%20NOFO%203.17.2025_Final.pdf
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Yes, lead applicants can have subawardee(s) who do not have the requisite amount of years of 
experience providing the services, as long as the lead applicant meets the experience threshold. For 
CC-SGV, lead applicants must demonstrate at least 3 years of experience working serving and 
supporting survivors of gun violence. For CC-CVI, lead applicants must have a minimum of 2 years of 
experience providing services to high-risk individuals in the RPSA service area designated in the grant 
application. Lead applicants will be responsible and held accountable for the work and performance of 
all subawardees, subcontractors, and partners. 
 
I (as an individual) have over 3 years of supporting survivors of gun violence, but my organization 
does not have 3 years of experience. Can I apply? 
 
In order to be eligible, the application should reflect the 3 years of experience of the organization 
supporting survivors of gun violence. The application should also communicate the experience of staff 
in supporting survivors. Organizations that have existed for less than 3 years are not eligible to apply 
even if their leaders have more than 3 years of individual experience. 
 
Are organizations without experience managing state government funding ineligible to apply? 
 
Organizations with no prior experience managing state government funds can still apply for these grant 
opportunities, provided they meet the other eligibility requirements.  
 
Do you have a grant program for organizations that have not been in business for 2 years?  
 
At this time, there are no open grant opportunities for organizations with less than 2 years of 
experience. Future grant opportunities, including capacity building grants, will be offered. Visit 
CookCountyIL.gov/JACgrants to learn more and subscribe to the JAC mailing list. 
 
Are local municipalities, law enforcement agencies, churches, or hospitals able to apply for these 
grants? 
 
Only community based nonprofit organizations with 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) status at the time of 
application are eligible to apply. Please visit the NOFO you are interested in for full details on all 
eligibility criteria. A copy of the organization’s IRS determination letter demonstrating 501(c)(3) or 
501(c)(4) status is required along with the submission of the application. All IRS determination letters 
must be dated before the application deadline and the name on the letter must match the organization 
name used to apply for this grant. 
 
Can lead applicants include academic institutions as subgrantees?  
 
Yes, lead applicants may work with academic institutions as subgrantees. 
 
When completing Attachment 5 to reflect the organization’s annual operating budget, should the 
previous year be for actual revenue and expenses or budgeted revenue and expenses? 
 
The Previous Year column on the operating budget attachment should reflect actual revenue and 
expenses. 
 
Regarding the eligibility criteria around an organization’s annual operating budget, does an 
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organization’s current year and previous year operating budget have to total $500,000 or each be at 
least $500,000? 
 
Both an organization’s current year AND previous year operating budgets must be at least $500,000 for 
each year. We are not asking you to total them across the two years.   
 
If an applicant's fiscal budget is just below the $500,000 operating budget threshold, can they meet 
this requirement through their partnerships on this grant? 
 
In order to be eligible and meet the $500,000 annual operating budget threshold, lead applicants must 
be referring to their own organization’s annual operating budget for the current and previous year. They 
cannot combine their operating budgets with partners, subrecipients, or any other entity to meet the 
threshold.  
 
Can smaller organizations apply if they don’t demonstrate an annual operating budget of equal or 
greater than $500,000 budget for the current and previous year, but apply under a fiscal agent? Can 
multiple smaller organizations use that same fiscal agent to apply?  
 
Organizations with annual operating budgets less than $500,000 can apply under a fiscal agent. 
However, the fiscal agent can only submit one application. All lead applicants and fiscal agents must 
meet the annual operating budget threshold of $500,000 or greater for the current and previous year. 
 
Is there a match requirement for either of these opportunities? 
 
There are no match requirements for the CC-CVI or CC-SGV funding opportunities. 
 
Is SAM.gov insurance required at the time of applying or upon award? 
 
SAM.gov insurance is not required at the time of application as these are not federal funds, but we 
recommend registering to be eligible for a wide range of grant opportunities. 
 
If an organization’s headquarters is located in the City and a department office in located in suburban 
Cook County, are they allowed to serve suburban Cook County?  
 
Applicants should focus primarily on serving participants where they are headquartered. If they are 
headquartered in the City of Chicago, they should primarily serve the City of Chicago. If they are 
headquartered in suburban Cook County, they should primarily serve suburban Cook County.  
 
If you are headquartered in suburban Cook County, and serve both the suburbs and the City of 
Chicago, will you need to include a location in both a suburban RPSA AND a City of Chicago RPSA 
location in order to receive funding for a Chicago RPSA? Are we allowed to list only the Chicago 
RPSA?  
 
Applicants should include the RPSA geographic area in which your organization will primarily serve. 
Applications can include more than one RPSA geographic area. 
 
If your headquarters is located in the South Suburbs, not in one of the listed geographic areas, but 
you provide services in those areas, would you be eligible to apply? 
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Yes, applicants are eligible to apply as long as they provide services in at least one of the RPSA 
geographic areas. 
 
For CC-CVI, is the Berwyn/Cicero RPSA cluster an eligible service area for this NOFO?  
 
Yes, the Berwyn/Cicero cluster is part of the list of RPSA eligible areas for the CC-CVI NOFO. 
 
Have you offered these specific grant opportunities in the past?  If yes, is there a list of past award 
recipients? 
 
We have not specifically offered either the CC-CVI or CC-SGV grant opportunity. We have however 
previously released a Gun Violence Prevention and Reduction grant and an overview of the grant 
awards is available to the public. There are more details on our Cook County Justice Advisory Council 
Grants website: https://www.cookcountyil.gov/JACGrants. 
 
What types of expenses are eligible under the grant opportunity?  (eg. operational expenses, salaries) 
 
Each specific NOFO has a section on allowable costs/expenses (page 12 of CC-SGV and pages 21-22 of 
CC-CVI). Please see the top of this document for a link to both NOFOs.  
 
If you have been awarded an IDHS Reimagine Violence Prevention Services (RVPS) Grant, can you 
also apply for the CC-CVI grant opportunity? If you have any current IDHS funding to serve a specific 
RPSA eligible community area, can the applicant request funding to serve the same RPSA Service 
Area if they are proposing to serve additional participants within that service area, or should the 
applicant propose a different RPSA Service Area for which they do not receive funding? 
 
Organizations who were awarded for the IDHS RVPS Grant can still apply for the CC-CVI grant. However, 
as discussed in the NOFO, proposed projects must not be duplicative of previous awards made under 
the Government Alliance for Safe Communities funding collaborative. In other words, you should not be 
proposing the same project or another project that is already being funded elsewhere. This also applies 
to organizations who receive current IDHS funding – they may serve the same RPSA service area if they 
are serving new participants or expanding a currently funded program. They may also choose to serve a 
different RPSA service area. 
 

Application Process 
 
Should applicants register for the online enterprise grants management system to submit an 
application? If we are already registered in the Cook County grants system due to having a prior 
grant, should we still apply without logging in? 
 
Applicants should NOT register for the enterprise grants management system. Even if you have a 
current account with the Cook County grants system, please do not use that account. In order to submit 
an application, applicants must click the green eye icon next to the grant opportunity for which they are 
interested in applying. Again, no account is necessary in order to apply. Please see slides 28-32 of the 
Pre-submittal Conference presentation slides for more detail.  
 
Can you start an application in the online grants management system and return later to finish the 
application? 

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2023-05/Cook%20County%20GVPR%20Grant%20Award%20Summary_2023_Final.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2023-05/Cook%20County%20GVPR%20Grant%20Award%20Summary_2023_Final.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/JACGrants
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No, applications must be completed in one sitting. We recommend working on your application and 
saving all the required documentation in one place before you go to submit your application. 
 
Can an organization apply for both grants? Or choose only one? If an organization applies for both 
grant opportunities, will they be disqualified? 
 
Applicants can only apply for only one of the funding opportunities. Applicants can also only submit one 
response total, meaning they cannot submit multiple responses per grant. If an applicant submits 
multiple responses, we will consider the application that was submitted most recently before the 
deadline of April 14 at 5:00pm CT. If an organization applies for both grant opportunities, only one will 
be reviewed. The other will be disqualified from further consideration. 
 
Can we submit an application for both CC-CVI and CC-SGV for different demographic or geographic 
areas? Do we submit multiple applications for each Chicago community area that we plan to serve in 
each Cluster, or do we submit one application for the entire Cluster? 
 
Applicants can only submit one application per lead applicant for either CC-CVI or CC-SGV. However, 
applications can propose programs that serve multiple demographic or geographic areas. If serving 
multiple community areas in an RPSA cluster for CC-CVI, an organization must submit one application 
outlining that. Geographic areas served and target populations served by the proposed application 
should be described in the Executive Summary. 
 
What are the definitions of “lead applicant”, “subawardee”, and “fiscal agent”? 
 

Lead applicants are organizations who meet the eligibility criteria of the NOFO and are applying for the 
grant. Their organization name should be the name on the application submitted and should match the 
name on the 501(c)3 or 501(c)4 on the IRS determination letter. Subawardee means you are a part of the 
proposed program, either as a grantee or partner, but the application will not be submitted under your 
name. The role of subawardee(s) should be detailed in the application. The terms subawardees and 
subrecipients can be used interchangeably. Organizations can serve as subawardees on multiple 
applications, but can only apply once as a lead applicant to either opportunity. Fiscal agents will serve 
as lead applicants if they choose to partner with a smaller organization who does not meet the eligibility 
criteria.  
 
Can an agency be a fiscal agent for one grant and a lead applicant for the other? 
 
Organizations cannot be a fiscal agent and lead applicant for both the CC-CVI and CC-SGV, since fiscal 
agents are applying as lead applicants. No organization can apply to both grants as lead applicants. An 
organization can be the lead applicant of one application and sub-award on another. 
 
If you’re applying with a fiscal agent or partner(s), does that organization have to apply? 
 
If you are submitting an application with a fiscal agent or partner(s), only one application should be 
submitted on behalf of your collective group. That lead applicant must meet the eligibility criteria 
outlined in the NOFO. All eligibility documents (eg., IRS determination letter, operating budget) should 
be for the lead applicant. 
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Should applications include Letters of Collaboration? Is an applicant partner required, or just 
encouraged? If we have an applicant partner, does the partner have to also receive funding or can 
funding go only to one of two applicant organizations? 
 
Letters of Collaboration are required if applicants are partnering with other organizations to propose 
this program. Each agency/entity serving as a partner must provide a Letter of Collaboration. 
Collaboration is encouraged for a successful application, although only one organization meeting all the 
eligibility requirements as outlined in the NOFO can serve as the lead applicant. Partners of lead 
applicants do not need to receive funding, but please note that partners must play a role in the 
proposed program described in the grant application. Partners are not just entities your organization 
has worked with before or currently on other programming. 
 
Are letters of support or MOUs required? 
 
Letters of support are not required and are not encouraged. Please only submit documents that are 
responsive to the details in the NOFO. Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) are only required for the 
CC-CVI NOFO for trauma centers/hospitals that are collaborating with violence prevention service 
providers that provide Street Outreach. The MOU must outline how the agencies will coordinate access 
to hospital patient and coordination of services. However, all applicants partnering with other 
organizations as part of their application proposal must submit a Letter of Collaboration from each 
partner agency/entity.  
 
When completing Attachment 3 – Demographic Data, should we submit demographic data pertaining 
to the specific program/center of focus or complete institutional/organizational data? 
 
Attachment 3 should be completed with institutional data that reflects the demographics of your entire 
organization, not just a specific program or center of focus. 
 
Do the audited financial statements have to be included with Attachment 5 given the different file 
formats (Attachment 5 will be an Excel file and the audited financial statements will be a pdf), or can 
we include the audited financial statements in the "supporting documentation" pdf?  
 
Audited financial statements should be included in the supporting documentation PDF. 
 
Is there a page limit or specific formatting for applications?  
 
CC-SGV applications do not have any page limits or required specific formatting. CC-CVI applications 
may not exceed 20 pages, single-spaced. The Executive Summary and Attachments are not included as 
part of the page limits.  
 
How should files be uploaded when submitting the application?  
 
Please upload the 7 required files, listed below: 
1. Application Narrative (Upload as a PDF)  
2. Application Supporting Documentation (outlined in the checklist) *Upload all supporting 

documentation in one (1) PDF document)  
3. Attachment 1 - Implementation Workplan/Goals/Objectives/Deliverables  
4. Attachment 2 - Implementation Timeline  
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5. Attachment 3 - Organization Demographic Data  
6. Attachment 4 – Proposed Program Budget and Budget Narrative Form- (upload as an Excel 

document using the Excel budget template provided)  
7. Attachment 5 - Current Operating Budget Form (upload as an Excel document using the Excel 

budget template provided)  
 
Is there a specific form for the Application Narrative or the Executive Summary? 
 
No, there is no specific form for the Application Narrative or Executive Summary. Please create a 
separate document that answers all questions in the Executive Summary and the Application Narrative 
section and then upload it as a PDF. Please note that the Executive Summary is part of the Application 
Narrative and goes at the beginning of the Application Narrative response document. 
 
Are there required forms for the conflict of interest and legal statement? If so, where may we access 
them? 
 
There are no required forms for the conflict of interest and legal statement. Please create your own. 
 
Is there a cap on the allowable indirect or administrative overhead rate?  If so, what is the de minimis 
rate for indirect costs for these opportunities?  
 
As described in the “How to Calculate Indirect Costs” tab of Application Attachment 4 - Program 
Budget, the de minimis rate for indirect costs is 15%. Indirect costs cannot exceed 15% of the program 
budget’s modified total direct costs (MTDC). All application attachments can be found on our JAC 
Grants website: CookCountyIL.gov/JACGrants. Organizations with a federally Negotiated Indirect Cost 
Rate Agreement (NICRA) may use that rate, but must provide proof of the NICRA in order to do so. 
 
For purposes of calculating indirect costs, how are participant support costs defined?  
 
Participant support costs are excluded from the modified total direct cost used to calculate indirect 
costs. They include all costs that would fall under the “Direct Programming Costs” category in the 
Budget document. Please see the Budget Category Definitions tab of the Attachment 4 budget 
document for the full definition of Direct Programming Costs. 
 
Is the current federal mileage reimbursement rate of $.70 per mile allowable when calculating staff 
travel costs? 
 
Yes, that is acceptable. 
 
The instructions for Attachment 1 - Implementation Workplan/Goals/Objectives/Deliverables state: 
“The project goal(s) should correspond and mirror the program’s goal(s) located in the Notice of 
Funding Opportunity.” What are the goals of the two NOFOs? 
 
The goals of both NOFOs are described in slides 7 and 20 of the Pre-submittal Conference presentation 
slides. Each NOFO also contains more detail describing the purpose of these grant funding 
opportunities.  
 
If you an applicant is not providing programming in schools, do they still need to submit a vendor’s 
license?  

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/JACGrants
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20SGV%20CVI%20Pre%20Submittal%20Conference%20Presentation%2003.27.25.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20SGV%20CVI%20Pre%20Submittal%20Conference%20Presentation%2003.27.25.pdf
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No, only applicants proposing a program providing programming in schools need to provide a proof of 
vendor license to be able to operate in school(s). 
 
How does an organization document eligibility for the clients? 
 
Organizations interested in successfully applying to the CC-CVI and CC-SGV NOFOs should have 
opportunity working with the client populations described in the NOFOs (e.g., survivors of gun violence) 
and describe in their proposal how they know they are effectively reaching and making a difference in 
the populations they are trying to serve. The JAC does not dictate how an organization documents that 
eligibility, but is looking to see how an organization is well-suited to achieve the goals outlined in the 
CC-CVI and CC-SGV NOFOs. 
 
For prior applicants to IDHS Funding Opportunity, “FY25 Reimagine Violence Prevention Services 
(RVPS)” NOFO, will our application be forwarded to the JAC and do we still need to submit an 
application to this NOFO? 
 
Applicants who submitted to the IDHS RVPS Funding Opportunity will still need to submit an application 
and meet our eligibility criteria in order to be considered for an award. 
 

CC-CVI Services and Program Design 
 
What is the definition of Street Outreach? 
 
As noted on page 10 of the NOFO, “Street outreach workers will be employed to mediate conflicts and 
prevent retaliatory violence between those who are at risk to commit or to become the victims of 
firearm violence. This includes utilizing "credible messengers" with lived experience and community ties 
(also known as “license to operate or LTO”) to mediate conflicts and disrupt cycles of 
violence/retaliation between informal street groups/street organizations, crews, cliques, and street 
networks. Street outreach workers will engage with highest-risk individuals in a variety of settings, 
including parks, homes, street corners, community centers, schools, hospitals, etc. Street outreach 
efforts are typically conducted in the afternoons, evenings, or late at night.” 
 
Do CC-CVI applicants have to provide all three services (outreach, case management, victim 
services) with the CVI grant or can we fund one or two if we provide all three with other funds? 
 
CC-CVI applicants must propose a program that includes all 3 mandatory service areas of Street 
Outreach, Case Management, and Victim Services, regardless of whether they provide those services 
with other funds. 
 
The CC-CVI NOFO states that the average award is $1,150,000, but during the presentation this 
amount was stated as the maximum. Which one is it?  
 
The maximum award for CC-CVI is $1,150,000 for a two-year period. We anticipate most applicants will 
apply for the full amount and that the average award will also be $1,150,000. Applicants cannot request 
an amount higher than $1,150,000 even if they serve multiple eligible RPSAs. For CC-SGV, the maximum 
award is $500,000 for a two-year period. 
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Is the criteria for a "2-year history of providing services to high-risk youth/adults in the specific 
eligible community area to which they are applying to serve." is this necessarily related to Community 
Violence Intervention work? 
 
The applicant would need to describe how your 2+ years of experience includes or focuses on providing 
services to high-risk youth/adults and how it relates to Community Violence Intervention. 
 
What is the JAC's definition of high-risk versus at-risk individuals/populations we should align with 
for the CC-CVI grant? For example, I saw high risk was 1+ of Active street involvement, Justice-
system involvement, and Previous victimization and trauma associated with community firearm 
violence, but the victimization/trauma did not include living in communities experiencing high 
incidence of gun violence. I did not see any other known predictors of being a perpetrator or victim 
of gun violence mentioned - specifically, more root (as opposed to proximal) predictive factors that 
we consider (i.e. childhood ACEs etc.). Would you recommend including our assessments? 
 
The primary populations to be served under this NOFO are those at highest risk. The high risk 
populations are defined in the NOFO as those with a history of active street involvement, prior justice 
system involvement, and prior victimization. While the applicant can describe how historically they 
have served both highest risk and at risk populations, the proposed program would need to describe 
how they would serve at least one of the high risk populations as defined in the NOFO. This does not 
exclude serving at risk populations but must include serving at least one high risk population. 
 
The CC-CVI grant says that up to 2 of the mandatory services may be provided through a subaward. 
The recent IDHS RPSA application did not allow Hospitals/Level 1 Trauma Centers to subaward for 
Street Outreach services. Will Hospitals be able to sub-award for Street Outreach services in this CC-
CVI grant?  
 
Level One Trauma Centers/Hospitals are eligible to apply for this CC-CVI NOFO provided they are a 
501c3 entity, however, they are not considered a provider of Street Outreach services for purposes of 
the CC-CVI NOFO. Trauma Centers/Hospitals must collaborate with violence prevention service 
providers that provide Street Outreach and include a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that 
outlines how the agencies will coordinate access to hospital patient and coordination of services. In 
other words, hospitals cannot serve as a sub-awardee providing Street Outreach services but can work 
with another organization and subaward to them for the Street Outreach component. 
 
The CC-CVI NOFO states that if an applicant is proposing to provide behavioral health services, the 
applicant must provide proof of current Medicaid certification. If an applicant provides all services 
for free, regardless of insurance, do we still need to submit our current Medicaid certification? How 
should the applicant submit the Medicaid certification? 
 
Regardless of whether an applicant provides behavioral health services for free, any applicant 
proposing to provide behavioral health services must submit proof of current Medicaid certification. 
The Medicaid certification should be submitted as an additional attachment. 
 
The CC-CVI NOFO states that organizations must maintain on-call crisis staff to respond to shooting 
incidents 24 hours per day, 7 days a week. Are Victim Advocates similarly required to be on call 24/7? 
 
Victim Advocates are not required to be on call 24/7. Please note that the same Street Outreach Worker 
or staff member does not have to be on-call 24/7, as long as the organization has staff responding 24/7. 
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Is there an expected cost per participant? Are there a required number of participants served? Are 
there participant age requirements?  
 
At least 100 participants must be served per award. Based on the average award amount of $1,150,000 
total over a 24- month project period for 100 participants served per award, the expected cost is 
$11,500 per participant. There are no specific age requirements, but please note the target population 
described in pages 9-10 of the NOFO. 
 
How does the CC-CVI grant performance period align with JAC’s fiscal calendar?  Does it need to? 
 
The CC-CVI grant performance period does not need to align with JAC’s fiscal calendar. The JAC will 
work with you if you are awarded to align with the fiscal calendar as necessary. Applicants must focus 
on completing the 2-year program budget attachment correctly. 
 
Is Active Shooter training covered under the CVI grant opportunity? 
 
Active shooter trainings are not a primary focus of this grant opportunity, but can be an allowable 
service if the applicant demonstrates it is responsive to the CC-CVI NOFO’s goal to identify 
comprehensive Community Violence Intervention programming that utilizes evidence-based services 
to engage individuals at the highest risk of firearm violence, including street outreach, case 
management, and victim services. Please note that successful applications must include the 3 
mandatory service areas of Street Outreach, Case Management, and Victim Services. 
 
For the CC-CVI grant, can activities occur in the Cook County Department of Corrections (CCDOC)?  
 
Activities can occur in CCDC if the applicant demonstrates that their proposed program is responsive 
to the CC-CVI NOFO’s goal to identify comprehensive Community Violence Intervention programming 
that utilizes evidence-based services to engage individuals at the highest risk of firearm violence, 
including street outreach, case management, and victim services. Please note that successful 
applications must include the 3 mandatory service areas of Street Outreach, Case Management, and 
Victim Services. 
 
Entertainment Costs are listed as unallowable for CC-CVI grant fund use requirements. Does this 
include using funds for cultural interventions, such as anti-violence concerts or other cultural event 
programming? 
 
Using funds for cultural interventions, such as anti-violence concerts or other cultural event 
programming, may be allowable if the applicant demonstrates that their proposed program is 
responsive to the CC-SGV NOFO’s goal to identify comprehensive Community Violence Intervention 
programming that utilizes evidence-based services to engage individuals at the highest risk of firearm 
violence, including street outreach, case management, and victim services. Please note that 
successful applications must include the 3 mandatory service areas of Street Outreach, Case 
Management, and Victim Services. 
 
Which neighborhoods are already receiving funding from the Government Alliance for Safe 
Communities? 
 
Please feel free to reach out to the Illinois Department of Human Services regarding their recent 
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Reimagine Violence Prevention Services grant awards to see if that information is publicly available. 
 

CC-SGV Services and Program Design 
 
Can you please explain how you are defining a survivor of gun violence? Do survivors include only 
those directly harmed by gun violence or can they include someone in a school or community 
impacted by high levels of gun violence? 
 
A “Survivor of Gun Violence” or “Survivor” for purposes of this CC-SGV NOFO is an individual who:  

•  has been directly harmed by gun violence, and/or 
•  a loved one of an individual directly harmed by gun violence,  
•  an individual who has witnessed an incidence of gun violence, or  
• an individual living in a community with high levels of exposure to incidents of gun violence. 

 
Does your definition of gun violence include intentional violence and unintentional gun violence, such 
as accidental discharge of a weapon resulting in injury? 
 
Yes, our definition of gun violence includes all forms of gun violence. 
 
Can we use the wrap-around funds to serve families of all homicide victims or only those who were 
survivors of gun violence homicides?  
 
Yes. 
 
Can applicants to the CC-SGV NOFO apply for more than one service category? Do applicants have to 
provide all the services listed under each category?  Can you apply for more than one service 
category? 
 
In order to be successfully considered for the CC-SGV NOFO, applicants must select two of the four 
service categories and propose a program consistent with the services listed in the service category. 
Please see more details in the Wraparound Service Categories section on page 8 of the CC-SGV NOFO. 
Applicants do not have to provide all services listed under each category, but the JAC is looking for 
organizations who provide those specific examples based on the feedback we received from our 
community listening sessions with survivors of gun violence.  
 
For the four service categories under CC-SGV, do we have to stick to only the activities listed, or are 
those suggestions? 
 
The proposed program can include other activities. However, it should prioritize the activities outlined 
in the Wraparound Service categories in the CC-SGV NOFO. 
 
The NOFO states that under Category 2: Financial Services, applicants can spend no more than 15% 
of the budget on personnel and administrative costs. Is the intention of this category for applicants 
to provide direct financial assistance to participants? 
 
Yes, the ‘financial services’ service category is focused on providing financial assistance to survivors of 
gun violence. 
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Does public benefits application assistance and expungement petition assistance and 
representation fall under Category 2? If so, does that 15% personnel/administrative cost threshold 
also apply to those services?  
 
Yes, public benefits application assistance and expungement petition assistance and representation 
fall under Category 2. The 15% limit still applies, as it would for any services proposed under Category 2. 
 
For CC-SGV, Category 3: Programming, is the award for youth programming only, or is youth 
programming one example of programming? If it is youth only, how do you define youth? 
 
Youth programming is only one example of programming under Category 3: Programming. For the SGV 
grant opportunity, applicants are given the discretion to explain in their application how they define 
youth. 
 
For CC-SGV service category of Housing Services, can you provide more information around the two 
examples of temporary housing and relocation assistance? Would eviction defense be covered under 
this category of Housing Services? 
 
Temporary housing and relocation assistance refer to providing survivors of gun violence temporary 
housing and/or relocation assistance for reasons including, but not limited to, improving their physical 
safety and overall well-being. Eviction defense would be covered under this category, but the applicant 
would need to detail in the application how it would directly support survivors as defined in the NOFO. 
 
I did not see job training as a possible service listed under any of the service categories. Does that 
mean you're not funding these types of programs with the SGV funding?" 
 
SGV proposed programming should include and prioritize services outlined in the Wraparound Service 
Categories section on page 8 of the SGV NOFO. 
 
For the CC-SGV, can applicants list the whole City of Chicago as the geographic area they serve? 
 
Applicants may list the City of Chicago as the geographic area they serve, but please provide as much 
specificity as possible regarding the population(s) the applicant plans to serve with their proposed 
program. Please note that lead applicants primarily serving the City of Chicago must be headquartered 
in the City. 
 
Is civil legal assistance an allowable service under the CC-SGV grant? 
 
Civil legal assistance can be an allowable service if the applicant demonstrates that this is responsive 
to the CC-SGV NOFO’s goal to address the gap in services for victims/survivors of gun violence, 
focusing on three priorities: access, expanding existing services, and coordination of services. Please 
note that successful applications must propose a program that provides services in at least 2 of the 4 
categories listed on page 8 of the NOFO. 
 
Is there a required number of individuals to be served under SGV? 
 
There is no specific required number of individuals to be served under SGV, but we are looking to 
understand the target population you are planning to serve. The more specific details you can provide 
about the program you are proposing, the more helpful it will be to understand to what extent your 
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application is responsive. 
 
For CC-SGV, are you looking specifically for expansions on existing programs? Is it acceptable to use 
funds to maintain (rather then expand) current programs that would otherwise end without additional 
funding?  
 
It is acceptable to use CC-SGV funds to maintain a program that would otherwise end without 
additional funding, but please note that the goal of the NOFO is to expand wraparound services for 
survivors of gun violence. Please also note that it is prohibited to have duplicate funding (e.g., the same 
expenses in your program cannot be funded by multiple funding sources). 
 
For the Performance Standards section of the NOFO on pages 10-11, do we have to specify that we 
are not including metrics for any service categories under which we won’t be applying? 
 
Yes, please make it clear in your response that your performance metrics are only for the service 
categories you plan to apply under. 
 
Per the SGV NOFO, is the organizational chart to be included as an attachment or does it need to be 
included within the narrative application? 
 
The organizational chart can be included as an attachment. 
 

Next Steps: Grant Application Review, Grant Awards & Contracting 
 
Will the slides for the information session and/or pre-submittal conference be shared?  
 
The presentation slides and recordings for both the information session and the presubmittal 
conference have been posted on the JAC Grants website: CookCountyIL.gov/JACGrants.  
 
Does the JAC provide capital advancements to approved organizations and will the remainder of 
funding be advanced or is it just reimbursement only?   
 
The JAC will provide advances of up to 25% of the first year and thereafter until 9 months prior to the 
end of the grant performance period. Capital expenses are not allowable. 
 
When will each of the grants be funded and what contract period does the grant cover?  
 
These grants will be for a two-year contract period, with an estimated start date of July 2025. Please 
note the start date may be later and funds will be released after a grant agreement has been executed. 
 
What are the reporting requirements if we are awarded the grant? 
 
Each NOFO contains descriptions of the performance metrics that will be included as part of this grant, 
although they are not limited to that list. In addition to program metrics and data reporting, there will be 
a fiscal reporting component. 
 
Are the funds for either of these grant opportunity federal pass-through and associated with a CFDA 
number, or are they locally-generated funds?  

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20CVI%20SGV%20Info%20Session%20Presentation%203.6.25.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20SGV%20CVI%20Pre%20Submittal%20Conference%20Presentation%2003.27.25.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/sites/g/files/ywwepo161/files/documents/2025-03/JAC%20SGV%20CVI%20Pre%20Submittal%20Conference%20Presentation%2003.27.25.pdf
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/JACGrants
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The funds are locally generated funds and are not federal pass through (ie., not associated with a CFDA 
number). 


