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Purpose
The Touhy Avenue reconstruction project, led by the Cook County 
Department of Transportation and Highways in collaboration 
with IDOT, the Illinois Tollway, Elk Grove Village and the Cities of 
Chicago and Des Plaines, is a significant infrastructure initiative.

The purpose of this project is to alleviate congestion, enhance 
safety and accommodate construction of the new I-490 tollway. 
This is achieved by elevating Touhy Avenue with new bridges 
over the existing Union Pacific railroad tracks and new Tollway 
I-490, realigning Old Higgins Road and Mt. Prospect Road 
and enhancing the intersection of Touhy and Elmhurst Road. 
Additionally, this project will also feature installation of new 
storm sewer, traffic signals and lighting and expansion of the 
pedestrian and bicycle network including new multi-use paths 
on the east side of Elmhurst Road and the north side of Touhy 
Avenue. These improvements aim to facilitate better traffic flow 
and connectivity in the region, ultimately contributing to a more 
efficient and safer transportation network.

Where is the Project?
The Touhy Avenue proejct stretches from west of Elmhurst Road 
to east of Mt. Prospect Road. Additionally, work will occur on 
Elmhurst Road between Landmeier Road and Greenleaf Avenue. 
Mount Prospect Road will be realigned between the entrance 
to O’Hare International Airport and the Union Pacific railroad 
crossing. Old Higgins Road will be extended east of Elmhurst Road 
and will curve north to form a new intersection with Touhy Avenue.

Traffic Impact
The purpose of this project is to reduce congestion, improve 
safety and support the new Tollway construction. This will 
be accomplished by elevating Touhy Avenue over the new 
Tollway I-490 and the Union Pacific railroad tracks, realigning 
Old Higgins Road and Mt. Prospect Road and enhancing the 
intersection of Touhy and Elmhurst Road. These improvements 
are designed to facilitate better traffic flow and connectivity in 
the region, ultimately contributing to a more efficient and safer 
transportation network.

Touhy Avenue Reconstruction 

Project Timeline

2027
• Touhy Avenue bridges  

• Old Higgins Road extension
• Median on Elmhurst Road

• Temporary pavement removed
• Medians and curb on Elmhurst Road

2026
•	 Complete East side of Elmhurst Road
•	 West side of Elmhurst Road, South side of Estes Avenue 
•	 Complete North side of Old Higgins Road 
•	 South side of Old Higgins Road
•	 Mt. Prospect Road
•	 Continue reconstruction of Touhy Avenue 
•	 Continue construction of bypass road

2025
• East side of Elmhurst Road
• N. side of Old Higgins Road
• South side of Touhy Avenue
• Construction of bypass road

PRECONSTRUCTION CONSTRUCTION

2025
• Relocation of utilities
• Construction of bypass pavement
• Award of construction contract
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*Timeline Subject to Change



Project Benefits

Project Partners
•	Cook County Department of Transportation and 		
	 Highways 
•	Illinois Department of Transportation
•	Illinois State Toll Highway Authority
•	Elk Grove Village
•	City of Des Plaines
•	City of Chicago

Questions or Concerns? Contact:
Cook County Department of Transportation 
& Highways | Construction Bureau
69 W. Washington Street - 24th Floor
Chicago, IL 60602
E: hwy.supt@cookcountyil.gov
P: 312-603-1601
W: cookcountyil.gov/agency/transportation-and-highways
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