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EXECUTIVE ORDER 2025-1 

Issued by 
TONI PRECKWINKLE, PRESIDENT 

COOK COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Cook County, Illinois 

October 16, 2025 

WHEREAS, Cook County is home to more than five million people, of whom approximately 
twenty­ two percent are foreign-born; and 

WHEREAS, in 2007, Cook County adopted the Fair and Equal County for Immigrants Resolution 
(07-R-240), ensuring equal access to essential benefits and opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 11-O-73 adopted by Cook County in 2011, provides the policy for 
responding to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainers and requires that “unless 
ICE agents have a criminal warrant, or County officials have a legitimate law enforcement purpose 
that is not related to the enforcement of immigration laws, ICE agents shall not be given access to 
individuals or allowed to use County facilities for investigative interviews or other purposes, and 
County personnel shall not expend their time responding to ICE inquiries or communicating with 
ICE regarding individuals' incarceration status or release dates while on duty”; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 17-0724, adopted by Cook County on January 17, 2017, reaffirmed Cook 
County’s commitment to being a Fair and Equal County for all immigrants, refugees, and their 
families; and committed to energetically oppose any efforts that conflicted with those values or 
reversed critical protections to immigrants, refugees, and their families; and 

WHEREAS, Cook County is proud to provide fair and equal treatment to all its residents and 
visitors; and  

WHEREAS, Cook County has a responsibility to protect dignity, ensure fairness and uphold the 
promises we make to treat our Cook County residents fairly. Cook County has no intention of 
changing its values in the face of threats; and  

WHEREAS, during the past month, federal agents have used property throughout Cook County, 
as debriefing and staging sites for civil immigration enforcement operations; and  

WHEREAS, Cook County has long recognized that public safety is best achieved through trust 
and collaboration between residents and local government, not through the militarization or 
deputization of County resources in service of civil immigration enforcement; and  
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WHEREAS, the unauthorized use of County resources, property, or personnel to facilitate civil 
immigration enforcement actions interferes with the County’s authority over, and its use of, its 
own resources, property, and personnel; and  

WHEREAS, the use of County resources, property, or personnel to facilitate civil immigration 
enforcement actions is inconsistent with, and undermines the spirit and intent of both the County’s 
Fair and Equal County for Immigrants Resolution (07-R-240) and ICE Detainer Ordinance (11-O-
73); and  

WHEREAS, such use of County resources further erodes trust between immigrant communities 
and local law enforcement, weakening the relationships that are essential to ensuring public safety 
and effective community safety strategies; and  

WHEREAS, as the threat of immigration enforcement near any health facility undermines public 
trust and jeopardizes community health; and  

WHEREAS, Cook County affirms its commitment to ensuring the safety, dignity, and human 
rights of all residents, regardless of race, religion, immigration status, or national origin; and  

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution of the State of 
Illinois, the laws of the State of Illinois, and the Ordinances of Cook County, 

I, TONI PRECKWINKLE, President of the County of Cook, DO HEREBY ORDER, as 
follows:   

Section 1. That the foregoing recitals are found as fact and incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2. County Bureaus, Departments and Agencies, in collaboration with the Cook County 
Bureau of Asset Management shall, in support County’s Fair and Equal County for Immigrants 
Resolution (07-R-240) and ICE Detainer Ordinance (11-O-73) implement the following the 
procedures:  

A. Prohibition on Use of County Parking Lots, Vacant Lots, Garages and Other County-
Owned Property for Civil Immigration Enforcement.  

No County-owned and controlled parking lot, vacant lot, garage or other County-owned property 
shall be used as a staging or debriefing area, processing location, or other support for civil 
immigration enforcement. For purposes of this order, “staging or debriefing area” means an area 
that is used to assemble, mobilize, and deploy vehicles, equipment, or materials, and related 
personnel, for the purpose of carrying out civil immigration enforcement operations or following 
such operations.  

B. Implementation.  

1. County Departments, Bureaus, and Agencies shall collaborate with the Cook County 
Bureau of Asset Management to identify County-owned and controlled parking lots, vacant 
lots, garages or other County-owned property that either have been used, or are likely to be 
used in the future, as a staging area, processing location, or operations base for the purpose 
of civil immigration enforcement.  
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2. The Bureau of Asset Management shall collaborate with County Departments, Bureaus and 

Agencies to determine if such properties require signage. Properties determined by the 
Bureau of Asset Management requiring signage shall state: “This property is owned and 
controlled by Cook County. It may not be used for civil immigration enforcement, 
including use as a staging or debriefing area, processing location or operations base.”  
 

3. Within two weeks of the adoption of this Order, the Bureau of Asset Management shall 
develop the procedures necessary to implement this Order. These implementing procedures 
shall provide that any County employee who becomes aware of the attempted or actual use 
of a County-owned and controlled parking lot, vacant lot, or garage as a staging or 
debriefing area, processing location, or operations base for civil immigration enforcement 
shall immediately report to their supervisor, who will communicate such activity with the 
Chief of the Bureau of Asset Management.  
 

4. To the extent signage may be required on County-owned and controlled parking lot, vacant 
lot, or garages, the Bureau of Asset Management shall procure and install such signage. 

Section 3. Scope.  

This Order does not apply to property that is subject to an existing lease to which Cook County is 
a party. This Order is not intended to, and shall not be interpreted to, interfere with any such lease 
agreement. Nothing in this order shall be construed as restricting or interfering with the execution 
of lawful judicial warrants or the enforcement of criminal law, nor as limiting the rights of any 
person or entity under state or federal law. This Order does not prohibit the lawful use of County-
owned and controlled property for purposes other than a staging, debriefing, processing, or 
operations location for civil immigration enforcement, nor does it restrict any person or entity from 
carrying out functions unrelated to those purposes on such property.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDERED, that, this Order shall take effect upon its execution and filing 
with the County Clerk and that immediate notice of this Order be delivered by the County Clerk, 
to the offices under the jurisdiction of the County Board President, the 10 separately elected 
officials, the seventeen members of the County Board, and the Cook County Health and Hospitals 
System Board. 
 
 

 
Toni Preckwinkle 
President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Monica Gordon 
Cook County Clerk 
 
Received and Filed: October 16, 2025 


