COOK COUNTY
1 Board of Ethics

ISSUED ON 11/26/2025

Ethics Restrictions
on County Funds

The Ethics Ordinance limits the use of County
funds and resources to design, purchase,
produce and/or distribute materials that include
the proper name, voice, and/or image of County
elected officials. Some items are never
allowable, while others are only restricted during
an election period.

2026 ELECTION PROHIBITION PERIODS:
JANUARY 16 - MARCH 18, 2026
SEPTEMBER 4-NOVEMBER 4, 2026

Restrictions on Materials Containing a County
Elected Official’'s Name, Image, and Voice

NEVER ALLOWABLE _ ELECTION PROHIBITION
PERIOD
Bumper stickers Newsletters
Commercial billboards Brochures
Lapel pins or buttons Reports not required by law
Magnets Palm Cards/Flyers
Sports teams Public Service Announcements
Clothing or apparel Advertisements
Stickers Robocalls
Calendars ONLY APPLIES TO COUNTY OFFICIALS
Vehicles WHO ARE CANDIDATES FOR COUNTY
Equipment ELECTED OFFICE.

(NOTE: THESE LISTS ARE NOT EXHAUSTIVE)

Can political campaign or other private funds be used
to purchase these items?

Yes. The Cook County Ethics Ordinance does not prohibit the use of political
campaign or other private funds from being used to purchase these items. Items
should include a disclaimer “Not paid for with Cook County Funds.”

However, employees may not contribute to the creation, purchase, or distribution
of these items during County time. Nor should these items be distributed in a County
office or for County purposes.

The Board of Ethics is here to help!
Contact us if you have questions

312-603-4304 | CookCounty.ethics@cookcountyil.gov E 'l"::lr
SCANTO
REQUEST ADVICE

https://www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/board-ethics
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